Chapter 2 24 Festivals & Celebrations

Ton Taymiyyah () said:

-:’;k\f “The most correct opinion, which agrees with the
majority of the salaf and ‘ulamd@ among the sahabah
and imams, is that takbir extends from fajr on the Day

of ‘Arafah to the end of the Days of Tashrig, and is

said following each prayer. It is also recommended for

o raise their voice with the takbir when heading

1

people t
to the ‘7d prayer. The Four Imdms agreed on this.

WORDING OF THE TAKBIR

There are no authentic reports describing how the Prophet (#8) said the
- takbir. However, his companions () used to say the following:

)
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. “Allahu akbar; Allahu akbar; 1a ilaha illa-llah; Allahu
- akbar; Allahu akbar; wa-lillah il-hamd — Allah is the
greatest; Alldh is the greatest; there is no (true) god
except Allah. Allah is the greatest; Allah is the greatest;
and to Allah belongs all praise.”?
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“Allahy akbar; Allahu akbar; Allahu akbar; la ilaha
illg-liah; Allahu akbar; Alldhu akbar; Allahu akbaru;
wa-lillah il-hamd — Alldh is the greatest; Allah is the
Allah is the greatest; there is 1o (true) god

greatest;
ah, Allgh is the greatest; Allah 1s the greatest;

except All

[
verified that it is recorded with authentic i

Al-Fatiwa 24:220.
Recorded by Thn AbT Shaybah and al-Muhamili from Tha Masid (48). Verified to

be authentic by al-Albani (Irw ul-Ghalil no. 654).

snad by Tbn Abt ad-Dunya.
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Allah is the greatest; and to Allah belongs all praise.” '
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“Allahu akbaru kabird; Alldhu akbaru kabird; AllGhu
akbaru wa-ajall; Allahu akbaru, wa-lillah il-hamd —
Allah is the greatest — great indeed; Allah is the
greatest — great indeed; Allah is the greatest, and the .
most majestic; Alldh is the greatest; and to Aliah -
belongs all praise.”?
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“Allahu akbar; Allahu akbar Alldhu akbar wa-lilldh il-
hamd, Alldhu akbaru wa-gjall, Allahu akbaru ‘ald ma
hadana — Allah is the greatest; Allah is the greatest;
Allah is the greatest; and to Allah belongs all praise.
Alldh is the greatest and the most majestic; Allah is the
greatest for guiding us.”?

ERRORS AND INNOVATIONS

There are various innovations and wrong practices relating to the id
takbir. The following are a few important ones that should be noted:

1. Adding unauthentic wording to the takbir. For example, adding,
“Allahu akbaru kabird, wal-hamdu lillahi kathira, wa-subhan Allahi
wa-bi-hamdiht bukratan wa-asila, ...”

Even though these additional statements generally have good
meanings, they should be avoided because the sahdbah did not say

1 Recorded by al-Bayhaqt from Tbn ‘Abbas (@) and by Thn Abi Shaybah from Ibn
MasTd (a%‘w) Verified to be authentic by al-Albant (Irwa ul-Ghalil no. 654).

al-Albant (frwa "ul-Ghalll no. 654).
3 Recorded by al-Muhamili from Ibn ‘Abbas (h%é). Verified to be authentic by al-
Albant (Irwd’ul-Ghalll no. 654).

2 Recorded by Ibn AbI Shaybah from Ibn ‘Abbas (t%e) Verified to be authennc by
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them. Similar to many other bidahs, these statements have crept into
the Muslims’ takbir over the centuries. Ton Hajar (48), who died as

early as 857 H (1453 CE), said:

«Gome baseless additions to the fakbir have been
innovated in our time.”*

2. Saying the takbir in unison. This is often done with one man leading
over a loudspeaker, and everyonc else following his exact rhythm.

Shaykh al-Albani () said:

“Saying the takbir in unison, as many people do, is not
permissible. This applies as well to any other thikr,
. “whether it is supposed to be said aloud or silently.”?

And Shaykh Tbn ‘Uthaymin () said:

“In some masjids, a muathin (announcer) says the
takbirs (of 7d) on the loud-speaker, and people echo
what he says. This is a bid'ah, because it is known
from the Erophet’s (#&) guidance in regard to thikr that
every person should mention Allah (#) by himself. It
is not permissible to depart from the guidance of the
Prophet (%) and his companions.” 3

This warning from the ‘ulama applies to deliberately saying the
takbir in unison. But there is nothing wrong in following another
person’s pace of takbir from time to time in an involuntary manner, as
we saw in the earlier reports where the people followed ‘Umar, Ibn

“Umar, and Ab@l Hurayrah (&) in saying takbir.

3. Fixing a time for the beginning of takbir. This is most common in
Western countries where some Isldmic organizations may announce, for

example, “Takbir will start at 7:00 and the prayer will start at 7:30”.

| Fath ul-Bari 2595
2 Ag-Sahihah, vol. 1a, p. 331
3 Asilatun wa-Ajwibatun ft Salat {1--Tdayn pp. 31-32.
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Following this, some people would not start takbir before the
announced time! '

Since takbir should start from the time of leaving the house, a less
misleading announcement would say, for example, “You should start
saying the takbir from the time you leave your home; and we will also
open our facility for the takbir at 7:00. The prayer will start at 7:30”,

4. We saw earlier that takbir continues on T4 ul-Adha until sunset of
the third day of Tashrig. Some “wlamd restrict this takbir to three
rounds immediately after each jama'ah prayer — as we have seen in
Ibn Taymiyyah’s (z5) earlier quotation. This, however, should be
avoided for the following reasons:

a. It has no evidence from thf_:_:"?,Sunna_h_,,
b. It conflicts with the practice of the sahabah, as we have seen
in some of the above-cited reports that they said the rakbir at

all times without restriction.

c. It obstructs people from saying their regular thikr after the
prayers.

Wisbom IN Taksin

We are instructed to proclaim takbir frequently — especially in certain
situations that may insinuate feelings of pride, such as the following:

’STtuation Feeling that May Induce Pride

Fighting for Allah’s cause

: Might and ability to kill
Slaughtering an animal

Throwing the stones in Mina |Power and aggression

Ascending a hill Highness and supremacy

—_

By declaring that “Alld@hu Akbar” in these and similar situatiohs, we

remember our true position and limitations. We remember that, great




